
   When a Santa Paula family called us about their shower, they weren't

expecting good news. Their beautiful Spanish-style home had suffered fire and

smoke damage, and the shower tile — once a bright, classic white — had been

left dull, gray, and streaked with soot. The grout lines, in particular, had

absorbed the worst of it, holding onto smoke residue that regular scrubbing

simply couldn't touch.

   That's because smoke damage isn't just surface dirt. Soot particles are

microscopic and acidic, and porous grout acts almost like a sponge — pulling

that residue deep into its texture instead of letting it sit on top where it's...
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to wipe away. The longer it sits, the more it

stains, and the more it can affect indoor air

quality every time that bathroom gets warm

and steamy.

   Our technicians brought in one of the

newest tools in our fleet: a heavy-duty, state-

of-the-art steamer built specifically for deep

tile and grout restoration. Paired with Kelly-

branded cleaning products formulated to

break down smoke and soot without

damaging tile or grout, the team worked

section by section, lifting years — and in this

case, a fire's worth — of embedded grime out

of every line.

   The result speaks for itself: grout that was

once gray and smoke-stained came back

bright white and clean, and the whole shower

looked (and felt) brand new again.

   It's a great reminder that fire and smoke

damage doesn't stop at what you can see. If

your home has been through a fire, smoke

exposure, or even just years of grout buildup

that regular cleaning can't touch, give Kelly

Cleaning a call. We have the equipment — and

now, the results to prove it.

   Fall is creeping in around the edges, and

there's plenty happening across the county to

get you out of the house before the holiday

rush hits.

   ArtWalk Ventura — Saturday, September 26

and Sunday, September 27, 10:00 AM – 5:00

PM, across Downtown Ventura and the

Westside. This free, family-friendly weekend

turns the whole district into an open gallery,

with local artists, studios, and shops opening

their doors. It's a great excuse for a slow

Saturday stroll — grab a coffee, wander a few

blocks, and see what Ventura's creative

community has been working on.

   Fall Harvest Festival at Underwood Family
Farms — Opening Saturday, September 26 and

running through October 31, 9:00 AM – 6:00

PM daily, at the Moorpark Farm Center (3370

Sunset Valley Road, Moorpark). Now in its 29th

year, this is the pumpkin patch a lot of

Ventura County families build their October

around — a gigantic pick-your-own pumpkin

patch, corn mazes, tractor wagon rides, animal

shows, and themed weekends throughout.

Weekday admission runs $16 at the gate;

weekend pricing varies by themed event and

online tickets are recommended, since walk-in

weekend admission isn't guaranteed. Parking

and kids under 2 are free.

   Whichever one you make it to, it's shaping

up to be a good month to get outside before

sweater weather fully sets in.

   Dia duit, lasses and lads! The little ones are

back in their classrooms, and that means

backpacks full of mystery stains, lunchboxes

that smell like a science experiment, and

grass-stained knees from every recess. Sure, it

happens to the best of us — no need to be

scrubbing like a banshee over it!

Grass stains: A wee bit of dish soap, a

spoonful of white vinegar, and cold water.

Dab it on, let it sit ten minutes, rinse. Cold

water's the trick — hot sets the stain right

in.

A spray and scrub with Blarney Buster
will also do do the trick right before

running the garm through the wash.

Backpacks & lunchboxes: A paste of

baking soda and water lifts scuffs and

odors a treat. Give it a go with an old

toothbrush, let it dry, then brush it off.

Again, Blarney Buster would do the

trick of degreasing. Just make sure to

rinse with clean water before letting it

dry. 

Marker or juice stains: A bit of rubbing

alcohol on a cloth, dabbed — never rubbed

— will lift most of it right up.

Kelly’s Lucky Charm also works a treat!

   If that doesn't do the trick, Kelly Tech Center

carries everything a DIYer needs to keep the

school year tidy. And if it's more than a

backpack that needs rescuing, that's what

we're here for. Sláinte!

   Kelly Cleaning & Supplies is looking to add

more technicians to our crew! We're especially

glad to hear from candidates who are

bilingual in English and Spanish (with strong

English skills), hold a valid driver's license, and

are able-bodied and ready for hands-on work.

Experience is great, but honestly, what

matters most to us is a willingness to learn

and grow — we'll teach you the rest.

   If that sounds like you, or someone you

know, give us a call at (805) 644-5308 or stop

by Kelly Tech Center at 2300 Knoll Dr., Ste. B,

Ventura, to learn more about joining the team.
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